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Kids were excited, and a bit confused, to s2e Branden Ellis wearing Chex Mex the snake as a hat

Campers
delight
in day of
animal fun

By KELSIE RADZISKI
RracisR KR Iheralkd com

Bugs, a rabbit and a collec
thom of reptiles from the Center
fior Science Teaching & Learn-
ing, in Rockville Centre, visited
the children at the Academic
Explorers Day Camp in Union-
dale last week.

The interactive lesson on
land animals, on July 11, was
led by Brandon Ellis, a science
teacher at CST&L. The camp-
ers, who ranged in age from &
months to 10 years, were excit-
ed to learn about the animals
and what makes them special.

“I feal that we are inspiring
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Supporting kids with special needs

By KELSIE RADZISKI

kradziskkEherald.com

The Association for Chil-
dren with Down Syndrome’s
Early Intervention Clinic offers
special-needs kids under age 5
from across Long Island servic-
es and support.

“It's the happiest place in
the world,” said Jane Shimkin,
director of early intervention
for the association, which is
headguartered in Plainview:

The program offered home-
based services before the coro-
navirus pandemic, sending
physical, occupational and
speech therapists to the homes

of children with specials needs,

But becanse of the health
risks the pandemic created and
the impact the isolation had on
children's development. Shim-
kin pushed to open & clinic
where they could receive in-
person care once it was
allowed. It opened in Plainview
in September 2020, with staff
and students wearing masks
and taking necessary safety
precautions, and it has grown
since then.

For Long Island families
who could use the clinic but
may not be able to travel to Pla-
inview, there is van transporta-
tion service to and from the

facility

Maria Wasilewski, who lives
in Uniondale, is grateful for the
van service, which she uses
twice a week for her sons. "1
can't even describe how perfect
it is.” she said of the clinic. “1
can't imagine golng somewhere
else.”

One of the first babies to
come to the clinic was Francis
Wasilewski, Maria's son. He
received care from the profes-
sionals in the clinic until he
aped out at 5, and now, at age 6,
he is preparing to begin first
grade. Maria said she struggled
to find the care he needed dur-
ing the pandemic, and is appre-

ciative of the opportunity the
clinic gave Francis.

“If 1t wasn't for Jane and the
clinic, we wouldn't be getting
services for a very long time,”
Maria said.

Now her younger son,
Michal, 3, is receiving occupa-
tional and speech therapy at
the facility. Both boys, she said,
lowe the place.

The clinic offers services
ranging from physical and
cecupational therapy to groap
play and story time. There is
even a new "splish-splash”™ area
outside.

The emphasis is on commu-
nication and family training, so
parents or guardians always
know what is going on inside
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